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rial to Congress containing charges against the
Secretary of the Treasury which were designed
to break him down as a candidate for the presi-
dency. Of the merits of this quarrel it is not
very easy to judge, even if it were important.
The character of Edwards was none of the best,
and Mr. Crawford had unquestionably made a
highly unscrupulous use, politically, of his posi-
tion. The members of the administration, al-
though with no great love for Edwards, who had
been appointed Minister to Mexico, were dis-
tinctly hostile to Mr. Crawford, and refused to
attend a dinner from which Edwards had been
expressly excluded. Mr. Webster's part in the
affair came from his being on the committee
charged with the investigation of the Edwards
memorial. Mr. Adams, who was of course ex-
cited by the presidential contest, disposed to re-
gard his rivals with extreme disfavor, and espe-
cially and justly suspicious of Mr. Crawford,
speaks of Mr. Webster's conduct in the matter
with the utmost bitterness. He refers to it again
and again as an attempt to screen Crawford and
break down Edwards, and denounces Mr. Web-
ster as false, insidious, and treacherous. Much of
this may be credited to the heated animosities of
the moment, but there can be no doubt that Mr.
Webster took the matter into his own hands in
the committee, and made every effort to protect
Mr. Crawford, in whose favor he also spoke in the